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evening, when he was but thinly accompanied, I joined him in
the gardens at Marly, and profited by his gracious welcome to
pay to him, on the sly, that many reasons, of which he was not
ignorant, had necessarily kept me until then removed from him,
but that now I hoped to be able to follow with less constraint
my attachment and my inclination, and that I flattered myself
this would be agreeable to him. He replied in a low tone,
that there were sometimes reasons which fettered people, but
in our case such no longer existed; that he knew of my regard
for him, and reckoned with pleasure that we should soon see
each other more frequently than before. I am writing the
exact words of his reply, on account of the singular politeness
of the concluding ones. I regarded that reply as the successful
result of a bait that had been taken as I wished. Little by
little I became more assiduous at his promenades, but without
following them when the crowd or any dangerous people did
BO ; and I spoke more freely. I remained content with seeing
tlio Dauphin in public, and I approached him in the Salon only
when I saw a good opportunity.

Some days after, being in the Salon, I saw the Dauphin and
the Dauphine enter together and converse. I approached and
heard their last words; they stimulated me to ask the prince
what was in debate, not in a straightforward manner, but in a
sort of respectful insinuating way which I already adopted.
He explained to me that he was going to St. Germain, to pay
an ordinary visit; that on this occasion there would be some
change in the ceremonial; explained the matter, and enlarged
with eagerness on the necessity of not abandoning legitimate
rights.

" How glad I am to see you think thus," I replied, " and how
well you act in advocating these forms, the neglect of which
tarnishes everything."

He responded with warmth j and I seized the moment to say,
that if he, whose rank was so great and so decided, was right
to pay attention to these things, how much we dukes had
reason to complain of our losses, and to try to sustain ourselves !
Thereupon he entered into the question so far as to become the